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IN BRIEF

Topiramate Extended-Release Capsules
(Qudexy XR)

The FDA has approved a new extended-release
capsule formulation of topiramate (Qudexy XR -
Upsher Smith), which can be opened and sprinkled
on food for patients who have difficulty swallowing
tablets or capsules, for treatment of epilepsy. Qudexy
XR was marketed as a branded drug in March 2014
and as a generic drug four months later. An earlier
extended-release formulation (Trokendi XR) must be
swallowed whole.

Table 1. Oral Formulations of Topiramate for Epilepsy

Usual
Drug Formulations  Adult Dosage' Cost?

Immediate-release —

generic 25,50, 100, 100-200 mg/ $10.10
200 mg tabs; day in 2
15,25 mg divided doses
sprinkle caps
Topamax 25, 50, 100, 475.70
(Janssen) 200 mg tabs
Topamax Sprinkle 15, 25 mg caps 545.00
(Janssen)

Extended-release —

Trokendi XR 25,50, 100, 100-200 mg 445.20
(Supernus) 200 mg caps once/d
Qudexy XR 25,50, 100, 150, 365.00
(Upsher Smith) 200 mg caps
generic 186.80

1. For monotherapy. Higher doses (up to a maximum of 400 mg/day) may
be needed for adjunctive use.

2. Approximate WAC for 30 days' treatment at the lowest usual adult
dosage. WAC = wholesaler acquisition cost or manufacturer's published
price to wholesalers; WAC represents a published catalogue or list price
and may not represent an actual transactional price. Source: Analy-
Source® Monthly. November 5, 2014. Reprinted with permission by First
Databank, Inc. All rights reserved. ©2014. www.fdbhealth.com/policies/
drug-pricing-policy.

Pronunciation Key:
Topiramate: toe pir' a mate Qudexy: cue deks' ee

Trokendi XR is approved for initial monotherapy in
patients >10 years old with partial-onset seizures
or primary generalized tonic-clonic seizures and
for adjunctive therapy in patients >6 years old with
partial-onset seizures, primary generalized tonic-
clonic seizures, or seizures associated with Lennox-
Gastaut syndrome. Qudexy XR has been approved for
the same indications, but the indication for adjunctive
therapy has been extended to children >2 years old.
Topiramate has been available for many years in
immediate-release formulations (Topamax, and
others) for the same indications for patients >2 years
old. Trokendi XR and Qudexy XR both appear to be
bioequivalent to immediate-release formulations of
topiramate; whether they are bioequivalent to one
another has not been established.
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